
For more information, contact the City of Del Rio Economic Development Office at 830-488-3023. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Del Rio          Contact: Anita Pruneda 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Public Relations Manager 
Press Release             Phone: 830-775-0325 
June 4, 2021                  Email: anita.pruneda@cityofdelrio.com 
 
 

CITY OF DEL RIO RECEIVES GO TEXAN 
CERTIFIED RETIREMENT COMMUNITY DESIGNATION  

 
Del Rio, Texas –The City of Del Rio Economic Development Department has worked diligently 

to make Del Rio the first community in the Big Bend Region of Texas to become a Certified 

Retirement Community in Texas. After months of rigorous efforts, the City of Del Rio has 

officially been approved for this prestigious designation. The formal recognition of this 

designation will be presented at a future City Council Meeting by the Texas Department of 

Agriculture.  

 

The GO TEXAN Certified Retirement Community Program is a certification and promotion 

program provided by the Texas Department of Agriculture. To become a certified retirement 

community, each community must complete a rigorous application process including a 

retiree desirability assessment. Each application is reviewed and scored by an independent 

advisory committee comprised of volunteers who are experienced in various aspects of 

community and economic development.  

  

The GO TEXAN stamp of approval ensures each certified community has demonstrated 

through its application that it can meet the living, employment/volunteer, health, 

entertainment, education and safety needs of its citizens and visitors - all the things that make 

Texas a great place to retire. 

 



For more information, contact the City of Del Rio Economic Development Office at 830-488-3023. 

“This certification program did not come easy, but with the help of community partners and 

those that served on the committee that offered valuable feedback, I am proud that Del Rio is  

the first city in the Big Bend Region to become a Certified Retirement Community,” stated Ori 

Fernandez, Economic Development Director. “This will certainly help with business retention 

and attraction efforts as this certification adds to the quality-of-life factors that companies, 

businesses, and potential employees look for when deciding to make Del Rio their home.” 

 

Becoming a Certified Retirement Community has many benefits. It includes a statewide 

marketing campaign to attract retirees and tourists to Del Rio to generate a positive  

economic and social impact in the community. Fun fact: every relocated couple to our 

community has an economic impact of 3.7 spin-off jobs and provides a wealth of brainpower 

available for community service and part-time employment.   

 

“Congratulations Del Rio! BIG thanks to Ori Fernandez and her team for putting together an 

application that impressed the Texas Department of Agriculture scoring panel. This is a 

designation that Del Rio deserves, and we look forward to the economic and social impacts it 

will bring,” stated City Manager, Matt Wojnowski. 

 

The Certified Retirement Community Program was established in statute by the state 

legislature in 2013 in an effort to help rural Texas communities encourage retirees and 

potential retirees to make their homes in Texas communities that have met the criteria for 

certification by the department as a Texas Certified Retirement Community. 
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